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(ABSTRACT)

Mimetic Desires Expressed in Hong Sang Su’s Movie-
Storytelling of Mimetic Desires through {Oki's Movie)

Ahn, Soong-Beum

Rene Girard revealed the attributes of mimetic desires in his first published book ‘Deceit,
desire and the novel’. According to him, desire is derived by emotions from relations with a
third party, not a natural mechanism in human. Therefore, to understand desire in Girard’s
perception, the process of the formation of desire through mediators, that is, mediation of
desire needs to be focused.

The characters in Hong Sang Su’s movie precisely show the features of ‘mediation of
desire’ with emotional tension. The overlapping facet of mimetic desire is revealed in
various angles, especially in the relationships between the characters. In reality, towards the
end of the movie, the audience’s distinction between the subject and the mediator vanishes,
and through each other, the state of longing for ‘metaphysical desire’ is identified. At that
moment, the subject’s possessiveness towards his object, hatred toward the mediator, thirst
for the object, and envy toward the mediator are simultaneous and equivalent.

On the other hand, to grasp a better understanding of Hong Sang Su’s practical
storytelling of mimetic desire, the composition of characters in Hong Sang Su’s movie
based on ‘the man who desires- the woman with an obscure mind- the other man in a
superior position’ needs to be focused. In their point-of-view, the back and forth between
the subject and the mediator draws a triangular relationship of multilateral desire. For
example, placing and observing the man who desires as the subject, the obscure woman’s
coquet (coquetterie) towards the man, and his intense interaction of ‘metaphysical desire’
towards her can be seen. Also, the subject and the man in the superior position feel
‘overwhelming captivation of hatred’ from each other, and exemplifies intense competition

inherent in mimetic desire.
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This narrated plotting of Hong Sang Su’s movie is also acutely fulfilled in <Oki’s move>
and in further statement, it can be explained as historical aesthetics. For example, until the
end, Hong Sang Su maintains the level of uncertainty on the various information
surrounding the characters. Also the never ending image, enumerating episodes that does
not intertwine narrative probability seek for ‘effects of differences through repetition’.
Because of such, even in this ambiguous form, the audience increasingly sees aspects of
‘mimetic desire’ functioning inside the characters, which is very paradoxical and shows

interesting results.

Key Words : Rene Girard, Hong Sang Su, mimetic desire, triangle of desire,

storytelling, coquette, paradox
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