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Sense direct perceivers


We are on sense direct perceivers, which has five divisions:





When sense direct perceivers are divided in another way there are five: sense direct perceivers apprehending forms, sounds, odors, tastes, and tangible objects.





Thus there are:


(1)	sense direct perceivers apprehending a form, 


(2)	sense direct perceivers apprehending a sound, 


(3)	sense direct perceivers apprehending a smell, 


(4)	sense direct perceivers apprehending a taste,  and


(5)	sense direct perceivers apprehending a tangible object. 





The definition of a sense direct perceiver apprehending a form is: 1) that which is generated in dependence on its own uncommon empowering condition, the eye sense power, and its observed object condition, a form, and 2) is a knower that is free from conceptuality and unmistaken.





Extend this format to the other [sense direct perceivers]. Thus, that which is generated in dependence on an ear sense power which serves as its own uncommon empowering condition and a sound which serves as its observed object condition [and is a knower that is free from conceptuality and non-mistaken is the definition of a sense direct perceiver apprehending a sound], etc.





We apply this formula to the remaining four sense direct perceivers by substituting its respective uncommon empowering condition in place of “eye sense power” and its respective object condition in place of “a form.”





The definition of a sense direct perceiver apprehending a sound is:


1. that which is generated in dependence on its own uncommon empowering condition, the ear sense power, and its observed object condition, a sound, and 


2. is a knower that is free from conceptuality and non-mistaken.





The definition of a sense direct perceiver apprehending a smell is:


1. that which is generated in dependence on its own uncommon empowering condition, the nose sense power, and its observed object condition, a smell, and 


2. is a knower that is free from conceptuality and non-mistaken.





The definition of a sense direct perceiver apprehending a taste is:


1. that which is generated in dependence on its own uncommon empowering condition, the tongue sense power, and its observed object condition, a taste, and 


2. is a knower that is free from conceptuality and non-mistaken.





The definition of a sense direct perceiver apprehending a tangible object is


1. that which is generated in dependence on its own uncommon empowering condition, the body sense power, and its observed object condition, a tangible object, and 


2. is a knower that is free from conceptuality and non-mistaken.





There are four types of conditions: 


(1)	causal condition, 


(2)	observed object condition, 


(3)	empowering condition, 


(4)	immediate condition. 





What does the term “condition” mean? The definition of condition is: that which assists, or helps. Condition and causal condition are mutually inclusive. 


	What does observed object condition mean? Consider the color blue; this is the observed object condition of an eye consciousness apprehending blue. Why is this an observed object condition? Because the eye consciousness apprehending blue has the aspect blue. Such a blue mainly generates the eye consciousness that has the aspect blue. Thus blue is the observed object condition because it assists the generation of an eye consciousness having the aspect blue.


	The empowering condition is something that exists on the subject’s side. In the case of the eye consciousness apprehending blue, the eye sense power is the empowering condition. It is called an empowering condition because it generates the eye consciousness by means of its own power. This means that first the blue appears to the eye sense power, whereby an eye consciousness is generated by the power of the eye sense power. There are three things operating: blue appearing to the eye sense power, the eye sense power, and the eye consciousness. The eye consciousness is generated by means of the power of the eye sense power without depending on any other condition. The blue simply appears to the eye sense power, whereby the eye consciousness apprehending blue is generated. To make a simple example, the eye sense power is like a pair of glasses to which blue appears. 


	The above assertions regarding blue, eye sense power, and eye consciousness are from the point of view of the Sautrantika school. According to the Chittamatrin view, blue and the eye consciousness apprehending blue are one substance.





The immediate preceding condition of an eye consciousness apprehending blue is a consciousness that reflects on blue and that exists just before the generation of the eye consciousness apprehending blue.





Since causal condition and condition are synonyms, we understand that the three remaining conditions, observed object condition, empowering condition, and immediate preceding condition, are also causal conditions since they are conditions.


Mental direct perceivers


With respect to the second, mental direct perceivers, there are two parts: definition and divisions. 


Definition 


First, the definition of a mental direct perceiver is: 1) that which is generated in dependence on a mental sense power which is its uncommon empowering condition and 2) is a consciousness that is another knower which is free from conceptuality and non-mistaken.


Divisions


Second, when mental direct perceivers are divided there are three:


(1) prime cognizers that are mental direct perceivers,


(2) subsequent cognizers that are mental direct perceivers,


(3) awarenesses to which an object appears but is not ascertained that are mental direct perceivers.





The first, [a prime cognizer which is a mental direct perceiver], is, for example, the first moment of a clairvoyance which knows another’s mind. 


The second, [a subsequent cognizer which is a mental direct perceiver], is, for example, the second moment of a clairvoyance which knows another’s mind. 


The third, [an awareness to which an object appears but is not ascertained which is a mental direct perceiver], is, for example, a mental direct perceiver apprehending sound in the continuum of a person whose mind is especially attracted to a beautiful form.


Self-knowing direct perceivers


With respect to the third, self-knowing direct perceivers, there are two: definition and divisions.


Definition 


First, the definition of a self-knower is: that which has the aspect of an apprehender.





“The aspect of an apprehender” means that the object of a self-knower is an apprehender.





The definition of a self-knowing direct perceiver is: that which has the aspect of an apprehender, is free from conceptuality, and is non-mistaken.


Divisions


Second, when [self-knowing direct perceivers] are divided there are three: 


(1) prime cognizers which are self-knowing direct perceivers, 


(2) subsequent cognizers which are self-knowing direct perceivers, and 


(3) awarenesses to which an object appears but is not ascertained which are self-knowing direct perceivers.





The first, [a self-knowing direct prime cognizer], is, for example, the first moment of a self-knowing direct perceiver that experiences an eye consciousness. 





This example can be extended to an ear consciousness, a nose consciousness, and so on.





The second, [a self-knowing direct subsequent cognizer], is, for example, the second moment of a self-knowing direct perceiver that experiences an eye consciousness. 


Examples of the third, [an awareness to which an object appears but is not ascertained which is a self-knowing direct perceiver], are:


 (i) a self-knowing direct perceiver in the continuum of a Samkya that experiences bliss as being a consciousness, 


(ii) a self-knowing direct perceiver in the continuum of a Vaisheshika that experiences bliss as being a consciousness, and 


(iii) a self-knower in the continuum of a Nihilist which experiences an inferential cognizer as being a prime cognizer.





Nihilist in Sanskrit is Charvaka. Regarding the third example, there is much to be discussed, but we won’t examine this topic now.





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS





Q: Is the second moment of a self-knowing direct perceiver that experiences an eye consciousness the same as the first moment?


A: Regarding the prime cognizer and subsequent cognizer, a subsequent self-knowing direct perceiver differs from a self-knowing direct perceiver that is a prime cognizer only in terms of time (in that it is the second moment); there is no change in object. Consider an eye consciousness apprehending vase; there are two moments – a first and a second moment of vase. An eye consciousness apprehending the second moment of vase is not the subsequent cognizer of the eye consciousness apprehending the first moment of vase. These are two different consciousnesses. The objects of these two eye consciousnesses are two different things, the first moment and the second moment of vase.


	Subsequent cognizer and prime cognizer are posited from the point of view of the consciousness, not the object. Regarding the first moment of vase there can be both a prime cognizer and a subsequent cognizer. Both of these are based on the first moment. In terms of the first moment and second moment of vase, one cannot talk about a prime cognizer and a subsequent cognizer. 


	Does an eye consciousness apprehending the first moment of vase remain for a long time or does it disintegrate immediately? An eye consciousness apprehending the first moment of vase is momentary, while a subsequent cognizer can remain for a long time. For example, Geshe-la left his house in India one year ago but he has a mental consciousness remembering his house; this mental consciousness remembering the house, which was induced by an eye consciousness, still remains a year later. 


	This subject of the first and second moment is much debated in the monastery. For example, is the second moment of eye consciousness apprehending vase a subsequent cognizer with respect to the second moment of the vase? If someone answers it is because it realizes the same vase one can argue that what is realized in the second moment is the second moment of vase and therefore it cannot be a subsequent cognizer. There is much debate about this. 


	With respect to what moment of the vase is it a subsequent cognizer? The second moment of an eye consciousness apprehending vase is said to be a subsequent cognizer but with respect to what moment of the vase? The first moment? The second moment? 


	If the second moment of eye consciousness apprehending vase is said to be a subsequent cognizer with respect to the first moment of vase, how is it a subsequent cognizer with respect to the first moment of vase? If the second moment of eye consciousness apprehending vase is a subsequent cognizer with respect to the first moment it would have to cognize the first moment of vase. However, at the time of the first moment of the vase the second moment of eye consciousness apprehending vase does not exist. The first moment is not realized because it does not exist at the time of the second moment. This is how the subject is debated. 


	In short, when defining a consciousness as a prime cognizer or a subsequent cognizer it is posited from the side of the consciousness and not from the side of the object.





Q: What is difference between an uncommon and a common empowering condition?


A: The uncommon empowering condition is a condition that generates its respective consciousness by means of its own power. For example, an eye consciousness apprehending blue has an uncommon empowering condition which is an eye sense power. This is because the eye sense power generates an eye consciousness apprehending blue by its own power. It is said to be uncommon because the eye sense power only generates an eye consciousness. 


	In this case, the common empowering condition is a mental sense power which generates an eye consciousness apprehending blue. The mental sense power is a common empowering condition of an eye consciousness apprehending blue. This mental sense power is a consciousness that reflects on blue and that immediately precedes the eye consciousness apprehending blue. The consciousness that reflects on blue is a common empowering condition because, in addition to generating an eye consciousness apprehending  blue, it also generates a mental consciousness apprehending blue. 





END
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